
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Worship & Sacraments Commission 
Minutes of Meeting April 28, 2020 

 
Note: Meeting held online via Zoom 
 
Members Present Online: Hope Davenport (Chair), Yuki Lauber, Paula Fogt, Mary Blake, Rick Volk, Michael Truax, Lisa 
Brown,  
 
Members Absent: Michael Bolek, Amy Wissel 
	
Ex Officio Present Online: Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.) 
 

I. Gather: 7:04 PM 
A. Opening Prayer – Hail Mary 

 
B. How has the Covid-19 containment effected your spirituality? Explain. 

i. Members shared their experiences during this time. 
 

II. Business 
A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from February 25, 2020 and March Minutes from April 1, 2020 online 

meeting. 
i. Minutes approved with no changes. 
ii. Public minutes approved with no changes. 

B. Pastoral Council Meeting – See PC minutes for details. 
i. Mary Blake has the minutes from the meeting. No WSC member was able to attend the virtual 

Zoom meeting. 
ii. The St. Max Covid-19 response continues to follow the guidelines from the State of Ohio and the 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati. 
iii. Updates are being posted on the St. Max website. 
iv. Offertory options – electronic, mail in, or drop off at the office. 
v. The Pentecost Vigil, May 30th, is the date the Archdiocese would like Candidates and 

Catechumens to be brought into the Church. 
vi. Bottles of Holy water are available in the gathering space for parishioners to take home. 
vii. Reach out Lakota bin is being continuously filled by parishioners. 
viii. Cards are being accepted for nursing home residents. 
ix. Fr. Simon Peter is still in Uganda and not sure when he will be able to return. 
x. Ox Plow purchases are on hold until markets reopen in Uganda. 
xi. Discernment 

1. 15 nominations at the end of March for 25 positions. 
2. Delaying the process is not desirable. 

xii. Together we grow  
1. Current estimate of 1.7 million dollars for a building shell. 

xiii. Baptismal font has a leak. 
1. Mary Ella updated WSC members with the latest information that the leak has 

been repaired and is awaiting testing. 
 

C. Mary Ella – Staff Report 
i. Sacramental Celebrations Upcoming 

1. First Communions 
i. Once we have Mass again will do 14 families per Mass. 

ii. Music ministry  
1. All groups on hold. 
2. Adult Choir hoping to return for Pentecost. 
3. Mary Ella thinking of doing something over the summer. 

iii. Streaming views are still good with a spike during the Triduum, 
1. Steady numbers of views for daily Mass. It appears to be the same people based 

on statistics of IP addresses. 
2. Lots of clicks on the Sunday Worship Aid. 
3. Around 800-900 unique views on Sundays. This could translate to possibly 2,400 

people viewing the weekend Masses online. 



 
iv. Still doing Funerals 

1. Inviting people to come to the parking lot.  
2. Recent funeral for Jerry Pater’s son had many people standing in front of their cars 

to show their support.  
v. Weddings are up to the couples. Weddings are limited to 10 people or less. 
vi. Mary Ella asks if any WSC members would be willing to serve another year if there are not enough 

volunteers to fill the vacant positions on the WSC. 
1. There have been 13 nominated. 
2. Paula has the list and will send out an email. 

vii. May 8th Mary Crowning 
1. Looking to do something big. One idea is to have an outdoor procession with 

people staying six feet apart. 
viii. Budget has been approved by Finance Council. 

1. Needs to be approved by Pastoral Council. 
2. Mary Ella was asked to reduce and resubmit the budget. 
3. She reduced the number of Children’s Liturgy of the Word leader guides and the 

music library budget. 
4. Red book replacement 

i. Would like to expand the content in the books.  
ii. Mary Ella submitted a higher dollar amount in the budget because she is 

not sure of the final printing cost. 
iii. We have gone through all of the last printing of the red books. 

b. New altar server albs are needed because the current albs are in bad shape. 
i. The dollar amount for new albs is listed under vestments in the budget. 
ii. Albs are $100 to $110 a piece and 20 would be needed. 
iii. Hope asks if the albs could go on a wish list for parishioners to purchase. 

Mary Ella will keep that in mind as a possibility. 
 

D. Liturgical Evaluations for Lent, Palm Sunday and Triduum 
i. It was a different experience this year. 
ii. What was different when you walked into church?  Was it clearly Lent? 

1. Less music during Lent. 
2. Arts and Environments 

i. Desert theme. 
ii. Different colors. 

3. Bells at the beginning and end of Mass. 
4. Chanting during Lent helps to set the season apart from other times of the year. 

i. Chanting can be used anytime of the year. It just happens to be the time 
Jeremy decided to start it at St. Max since it had not been done before at 
St. Max. 

5.  Good Friday service was very solemn and on point. 
6. Camera work followed the movement of the cross down the center aisle.  
7. It was very sad when camera showed no one in the pews. 
8. Holy Thursday 

i. Directive from Archdiocese stated priests could not wash feet. 
ii. A lot of procedural directives came from the Vatican. 
iii. Preaching by Fr. Jim talking on Mary was excellent. 

b. Easter Vigil was very well done and to the level it should have been for Easter Vigil 
under the circumstances. 

iii. Still being able to have confessions is a blessing. 
iv. Tough for the priests to be in front of an empty church. 
v. Fr. Ron has been a trooper bending over backwards to do what is needed. 
vi. Fr. Jim is feeling a huge loss because he can not be with his people. 

 
III. Old Business 

A. Discernment Update – Paula 
i. 13 parishioners have been nominated for WSC. 
ii. One person has been nominated for 2 commissions. 
iii. They have not been contacted as of yet, so she is not sure how many are interested. 



iv. Paula will send out a copy of the Thérèse of Lisieux five-day Novena which the WSC members 
agreed to pray for the discernment of those nominated for WSC. 
 
 

IV. New Business 
A. Discernment – Vice-Chair for next year. 

i. First year members need to start discerning. 
ii. Yuki and Paula are the only first year members. 
iii. Duties of the Vice-Chair 

1. Vice-Chair steps in for the Chair when needed. 
2. Meets with the Chair and Mary Ella for agenda setting. 
3. Other duties that may be assigned by the Chair. 
4. Normally becomes the Chair the following year. 

 
V. Closing Prayer/Reflection – Paula 

A. Prayer for Good Speech from This Day 
 

VI. Meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary) 
 


